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CHAPTER I.
THE LETTER.

you Bnil tlie entiles like I hiioil to do, cause
I'm hioko iirfiiiii; leastwise 1 hev lion since I

wrote yen lust, unit I Hint siiuiuely ol onto
my feet yet, tint. I'm irnin tor send you some
money by next steamer: all I can scrape
toeellier, nnil I want you anil the liutiles to
pack up and come out.

I knew It Iiioxk lianl fer you to hnvptomsko
the. trip across the plains nlonn with the chil-
dren, foil I ilonl see nn wiiv tn help it unless
we are never to nee one Another Huain, ti ml I

CHn t Maud Mint, nor I ilimt believe jon want
to either. Ami there's Hiistus; hn must Po

frettin irot tt man new, ami will help you a
tout II do (lie square I hi ilk by thu boy

when he nets oct here.
Jo UroiiKm s wiles cousin, Py Peters, has

writ.lo that hp Is tfoin to eoinp out this Hum-
mer with a eompany, and you pan pome Willi
llltn I reekon.

Vou remember Py. He's n llvln up near
Fcrklnsville now, beln driv ott of his land
Ioiilt ol' tic of us. Sy w ill be ylud lo do
you a urn d turn I k now, tor wl'en we w lie tiotli
broke up hues in Ni w Knulimil by froin

at the buns, he uml 1 swoppi d st
villi one another, uml now thjit the

railroad eorpoi :il ton hits irohlili d us hot it, Sy
w ill be h blm to do some more swopm ol the
piune kind I reckon, as swopln K.impHtliy
menus swopiu h' lp with poor loiks

I spose ou'li want to know w nut kind of n
pim p llm itskin you to come to, and tell
jou honest, Marty, when 1 say that nadir
done a way up job when she made this coun-
try: just about tho best she Is onpableot' doiu,
1 reckon, an all I m Rlcll for now Is to have
you nil the babies, an 11 be sat .shed for nil
the luird work anil losses we vo had, unci
they've driv us from sen to sea almost, a pole
bliu up one home ni ter another ut ier we hud
pmde em by hanl work.

Seems to me thet ther must be somethin
wronirwlth IIipIhw, fer the poor dont stau no
chance with the rich, an the more law the less
the tcllnws that works pus.

When wrote you alore, I was rnkln In tho
rlut pretty smart, me an my piinl, but some
fellows from New Vork came up thero and
proposed to form a Jlnt stock company, and
ottered to put in a lot of machinery tor "liistui
out the ore, airln our claim; an beiii us wp was
anxious to iret at the dust ns fast as possible,
so as we could back to the Stall's fer our
families, wo uirreed to It, but some wav It
didn t pan out like it ort to a done.
Thp other follows elected theirsolves
directors, nn puitcd one of theirselves
book-keepe- mid paid nnd mo never exactly
understood how It was, but there wns assess-
ments instead of 1 ivies, and tlnallv we wus
both froze out of the mine entirely after

coui)iuuy all the diist we had
taken out uloro we was such tools us to go in
Willi em.

Alter that I knocked around In the diirirlns
for n spell, an then lieariu of this Siiscol
Hunch I struck out for it, and here I am; nil
1 tell you, wife, shes just the most glorious
ltit of country on this side of the liiir riinirowhich nobodv doo-n- 't conic buck from when
they hev erost it, and I liev took up ltiil acres
of land, and w ill hev a cabin up an a pood bit
of the sile broke afore you (tit here, and we'll
tie comfortable in our old e yit, 111 spito of
ever.i thinir.

This here's the finest valley In the Plate nnd
would all have Is'eu took up lonir atro only
some rich fellows pretended to have a kind of
a Spanish claim on to it, nnd folks were uiraid
to sellle here, must of cm, tor fear of belli
driv oil like we have been, but dually some
feller took the case up to court and it was de-
cided in luvor ol the siiiatiers; that Is, tiieui
as was on the land makiii of themselves
homes: nud now everybodv Is a rushiii in nnd
ore emptin quarter sections, and you needn't
be alraid of bein lonesome, for we'll have
Sielirhbors on every Bide in less than a veur.

Well, this Is an awful kuur letter, but vou
see I wanted to toll you all about evervthintr.and I hope you wont feel too lind because I

cant come for you. Vou know Id like to If I
could, but I emit and I promise vou shantever hare to move apiu. They cunt drive us
much further any way, unless thev make us
take ship fer It : nn they cant do that, fer thecourts lies decided that no body lies anv claim
on to tills hero ranch, ceptiu tlio fellows that
pre-em- it.

I think Sv Peters will tie down to apn vnn
v within a week from the time you iret this, for

i wroie nun to r at once so as to (five you all
the lime possible fnrprcttiii ready.

Hopin this will llnd you und the babies aa
well as it leaves me. I remain

Your lovin husband.
JOHN PARSONS.

The tibove letter was read by Marl ha
I'arsons, nrst silently, ami then aloud

.toher two little girls, fight and ten
years of ago, as they stood in front of
their mother ami listened with breath
less attention and wide open eyes, us if
seeing wonueriui tinners, hall glorious,
half frightful, but altogether strange
and nnexpUiinable.

These were the babies that John Par
dons hail left six years before, when a
corporation representing a railroad laid
claim to a largo tract of land upon
whieh he and hundreds of others had
crettled, having bought and paid for it.
and holding, as they supposed, iueon- -
testtDle titles thereto.

When it tirst became known to thorn
that a corporation would contest with
them the right to their homes and
farms, a portion of the settlers threat-
ened vengeance and declared thev would
give up their own only wilh their lives;
but John loved peace better than con-
tention, and knew by experience the
diflicultv of lighting bodies that have no
souls within them, and he had said to
his wife:

"It is no use, Martv. The Philistines
are upon us agin, and we .have got to
git. it g nam, 1 know; harder fer you
nor for me, for you was brought up sort
o' tender like and list to better things,
an' you've worked hard and gone with
out much, and now when we was just
gottiu' a slart agin' after losin' what
your father giv us an all we had added
to it, on the spot where yon was born,
it's mighty tough, but we'll have to
el u hd it.

'"They can't put us off tho place for a
time, any way, lor some of the tellers
are goin' to light em' with the law,
though 'taiu't no use, for they'll take
everything they want in the end; nnd
they want it all. Hut while they are a
doin1 it I'll try an' win enough to make
another home for you and tho babies.
I'll go to California, Marty, and make a
fortune, while yon stay on the place
with the youngsters, and by the time
they git ready to turn you out of this,
never fear lint I'll come back witli
enough to take you to another home
an' a better one." May be it. is for the
best, after all. Mav'be I'll git rich
enough to go back hast and buy the
old plave where you was born."

And so John Parsons had got lo-
pe her what money he could by the stilt)
of their few head of cattle and sheep,
leaving the family with one cow to sup-
ply them willt milk, had kissed the
babies as they lay asleep in their crad o,
Lad kissel tho wife who for long years
to come should only know such sleep
as comes to those w orn with coa-clo-

labor and study of how to make the in-

come meet the expenses which must be
met, and had crossed the plains and
mountains that lay between his home
H"d the l'acitiu Ocean, hoping to gather
enough gold to repay tliein for all their
past labor and sullerings.

As John had anticipated, some of tho
homesteaders had contested with the
railroad company the right to the land
for which 'they 'held deeds from the
Tilled Slates (iov.Tiitnent, but only to
find by decision of the last court of re-
port that individuals have no rights
which corporations urn bound lo

und in the end to be handed over
to tlio mercies of those who-- e teilde.l'est
mercy is a cunning which led thcui to
move tduwi ou Ihcir j.tey,

the resources and hopes of (he nettler
by slow degrees, nnd letting their tirst
tierce anger burn itself out or give place
to hopes born of tales of a yet better
country 1" bo found in otno distant
State or Territory whero they would be
free, to again build themselves homes.

While in most cases tho delay in
evicting-- the settlers was but robbing
them of so many moro years of their
labor, in tho case of John Parsons' little
family It was, however little intended,
a blessing; for from tho land already
cleared Mrs. Parsons had been able lo
make a living for herself and children,
aided only by F.rastus, nn orphan boy
whom out of their native goodness of
heart John and Martha had taken to
their hearthstone nnd their all'ei t ons
ten yea s before. He was now a robust
lad of lil'tecn. tanned by tho sun, tough-
ened by work, and Witii a sturdy air of
independence, horn, in part, of tho
heavv responsibility which ho had been
tatigiit rested upon him as "the only
man about the place," in part of nature
itself and showing itself in his eyes, and
through the childish words and actions
w hich had once led John Parsons to re-
mark to his wife that "the little cub
weren't exactly laekin' in w illingne-t- s to
claim what was his'n."

When Mrs. Parsons had finished read-
ing aUntd the letter from her husband,
the little girls stood with hands crossed
upon their long gingham aprons silent-
ly gazing nt their mother, who as silent-
ly arose, laid the letter upon tho rude
mantel over the stone tire-plac- and
took up her household work where she
had left it when a neighbor, in passing,
had brought her the letter.

Her mind was too much occupied
wilh thoughts to which the letter had
given birlit for her to be fully conscious
of what she did, but force of habit, born
of the cruel necessity whieh compels
nine out of every ten of the wives of
laboring men, nnd especially of fanners
the world over, to be constantly "on
the go," always busy, always ai work
for others, held her to her usual round
of duties, even whilo her mind was
busy discussing this and that plan for
the most rapid and profitable disposi-
tion of their little remaining accumula-
tions, devising this and that schema for
adding to the comfort of the family upon
the long and lonesome journey Wdieh
she saw rise up before them.

Then, too. her thoughts turned back-
ward over the past: to tho scenes of her
girlhood; to the time when she wedded
the man she loved and whom she was
now to join after long years of separa-
tion.

She remembered how proud she had
been when he tirst told her of his love
and asked her to be his wife, and how
hopeful they had been, and how certain
of their future happiness when they be-

gan lil'o together.
And then came sadder remembrances
the loss of their homo through trying

to help a neighbor: the death of their
tirst baby that was buried in the little
church-yar- d beside her own father and
mother, long since gone to their re-

ward and the other little one. that had
come to them only a few months after
they landed in the spot from which
they were now being driven, whoso
tiny grave, she remembered with a pang
keen as the thrust of a dagger, must bo
left without any to care lor it, without
a permanent im losuro even, perhaps to
bo forgotten, obliterated, trodden upon.
Put these thoughts only served to recall
her to herself, for with the poor, to think
of the dead is always to recall thought
to the living, the living whose necessi-
ties iay claim to every waking thought,
to every etlort of the hands and feet.

Her thoughts recalled from tho past
to the present, from the dead to the
living, without ceasing her work or even
turning around, but intending to address
the little girls who yet stood silently
beneath tho weight of their childish
thoughts of the wonderful, perhaps dan-
gerous, journey to their father which
they understood was to be taken, Mrs.
Parsons asked:

"Where's Prastus?"
Her voice broke the spell which was

upon tho children, and snatching their
ts from the bed upon which

they had thrown them when they fol-

lowed the neighbor in with the letter,
they whipped out of the house and dart-
ed around the corner in the direction
from w hich came the sound of the boy's
axe.

Across the pasture lot they sped,
catching their ts from oil' their
heads as they ran and carrying them in
their hands, until out of breath and
within talking distance of tho object of
their search, tho oldest girl broke out
with:

"Oh! lias! what 'd spose? Ma's fjot
a letter from pa, and ho ain't comin'
home, 'cause he's been froze out again,
but he's going to send money homo for
us to go to California on, and Mr. Peters
is a coming down right away to see if
we can bo ready to start next week,
and

"Why, Ras, if you ain't cuttin' up
rails!"

"Wall," replied the boy, his look
changing from that of a very interested
listener to one of set determination,
"wall, s'posen 1 amPHidn'tyourmother
say she wished she had some dry wood
to wash with and aiu'ttheso
rails dry? Guess they are, fur your
father split 'cm and laid 'em up him-
self 'fore ho went to California. Shud
think they ought to get dry in six years
if they are ever goin' to."

"Put they're rails," protested both
tho girls at once, their inborn idea of
the wrong involved in the destruction
of property causing them to forget every-
thing else for the moment. "They're
rails, and if you cut 'em up for wood
they w ill be spoilt, and besides the cat-
tle will get into the field."

" 'Sposo they do, who cares? 'Taint
our field. They stole it. Wish the cat-
tle would get in."

'diet they don't get many rails with
this place," he added, bringing his
axe down with all his strength and

the destruction of the one he was
at work on.

Then he shouldered his axo and tho
th ee returned lo the house, the girls
still swinging their in their
hands and talking excitedly of the com-
ing journey to their father, and the new
home which they were to lime in tho
beautiful country to which they were
going, while the boy strode on by their
side saying ies.s. but with a look and
step that proved him not less excited
than his companions.

The week that intervened before the
coming of Sy Peters, like the weeks
that immediately followed it, w as occu-
pied by the family in devising means for
making the most of their posse-sion-

Thev already had a team whieh Sy
thought wilh good care would stand the
trip, but the wagon and harness were
not sullieiently strong to risk venturing
upon so long a journey, and Mrs. Par-
sons bent every energy to the task of
devising how best to turn this and that
and the other article into things it was
absolutely necessary that they should
have before they could start.

A new wagon was bought at the
wagon shop in the village, payment be-

ing made in the old one backed by two
curts. Thomas who suld to ul can

vas for the wagon cover, tho chickens
to nay for shoeing the horse nil round
w ilh new shoes; a better harness was
obtained from a neighbor ill pxchango
for tho old one and such cheap imple-
ments for tilling the soil as they had
been using on the farm; calico ami mus-
lin for garments fot the girls, an cot-
ton jeans for a change for tho Ixiy rn
procured somehow, the few cooking
utensils and the beds needed upon the
road were packed into the wagon with
their remaining provisions; the feeding
box was hung to tho tail board, a bucket
for watering tho horses antl a pail of
grease for greasing tho spindles were
Itnig under the hind axle, nnd ono
morning in May when tho sun came up
over the tree tops and looked down into
the little clearing, ho saw only a de-

serted and abandoned log house, from
whose chimney no wreath of smoke
curled upward, upon whoso hearthstone
no lire was blazing.

The family had again joined the great
caravan of toilers that, like the red men,
have been driven from sea to sea across
a continent, hunting for homes and a
resting-plac- from those who covet all
and will bo content with nothing less.

CHAPTER IL.

THE JOURNEY.
Who shall say that le- - can truly draw

the picture of a six-- ,iths' journey by
wagou train across tl,. continent?

Who has done it'.'
Woo has depicted, or can depict, the

feeling of loneliness and isolation that
takes possession of the hearts of a li'tle
band of pilgrims w hen having, by such
tedious methods of travel, placed a
thousand mi'es between themselves and
their old home and home associations,
thev realize that they are yet a thou-
sand miles from tlio new home which
they hope to make in an untried coun-
try?

Who can recount the many incidents
over which men laugh or women weep,
that go to make up the weeks an, I

months of such a journey V

Who can convey to the minds of those
who have never seen them, a true pict-
ure of the prairies

That seem bounded,
Like the w;itci s ot theocenn,
Onty the purple sunset
And the i;ra clouds that in patches

the sky that Iuiiiks low over':1
Who shall picture tho camp at night

upon the open lains in the rocky pass
by the river side -- within some deep

delile? Who tell again the stories that
were told; who sing the songs that were
pting by tho camp-tir- e, or along the
weary, dusty road?

Did those who blazed the way across
the continent mark the route for those
who followed them?

Those who came after counted tho
graves by the roadside.

Did these givo names to the streams
which they crossed?

Others, cmiping by the streams,
drinking of their waters, t alked of the
memories w hicfi those names called to
mind.

They who never made the journv.
can not descril e it; those who have",
alono could understand it if written;
and they they do not need to read it.

What others saw who crossed tho
plains in liSol) by wagon train, they saw
who made up the little company in
which was Martha Parsons, with her
two girls and Kra-tu- s llenuuingway.

What others sullered of loneliness ail
hardship they suffered. They enjoyed
all that others enjoyed of tlie beauties
of nature and of tho companionship of
those with whom they traveled toward
the land of golden promise.

They forded the same streams, trav-
eled for days and weeks and months
across the same prairies, along tho
same beaten track, that at times seemed
endless; they climbed the same mount-
ains; they greeted with gl.ad cries and
thankful hearts the first evidence of the
near approach of their journey's end,
just im tlie members of every other com-
pany that had preceded them had done;
just as those of every other company
that came nftiw them did do; and when
they had broken camp for llu; last time;
had made their last day's journey; they
received at its end the same heart)', un-
speakable welcome from a waiting hus-
band and father that every other hus-
band and father, long separated and
anxious for the presence of his loved
ones, gave them when their journey
was einletl ana tie folded them ouct
more within his arms.

When John Parsons first clasped his
wife and little ones to his breast after
their long separation, it was in front of
the shanty which ho had promised
should be ready for them in front of
the land whieh ho had

The shanty, however, was not what
w ould be called such in tho heavy-timbere- d

country of tho Middle West, but
was of redwood boards nailed to a
frame of studding, and tho cracks bat-
tened with narrow strips. Tho boards
being si.xle. n feet iu length and nailed
on perpendicularly gave abundant room
for several beds, ami for the storage of
any article of clothing or of household
use not iu daily demand.

Instead of being lathed and plastered
the walls, both above and below, were
covered with heavy muslin neatly and
securely tacked on. The ceiling was
covered with muslin, but the floors were
of boards, and a partition of boards,
unplatted but neatly litted together, di-
vided tho lower room into two apart-
ments. It was neither a very grand
nor a very cosily house, but its builder
and owner had taken no small pleasure
iu thinking that it was belter, and
more stylish looking, than the log
house his family were leaving "back iu
the States."

He had whitewashed the outside care-
fully, and had built a porch over tho
front door, doing everything himself
and lingering long over the nicer jobs;
thinking of how it would add to tho
pleasure and comfort of tlie wife who
was undergoing the tedious journey
across the plains in order to be again
with him.

" She's worthy of a palace," he had
said to himself over and over again,
"an' I'm just goin' to make this here
shanty as comfortable an' as conven-
ient as conlriviii' an' tixin' kin do it."
And every evening, after cooking and
eating Ids supper of bacon and beans,
with the addition of "slap jacks," if
he was not too tired or too indill'.-ren- t

to cook them, he would light his pipe
and sit in tho front door for hours,
looking out along the track by which
he knew they must, come, and wonder
where they were at that hour; if they
Were traveling late, as they sometimes
must in search of water for their teams;
if all were well; if they were in danger
from the Indians; if tho horses w.th
which they started were holding out
well, and a thousand other similar
things, but always refusing to believe
that evil could come to them now,
when their long separation seemed so
near an end, and lirmly clinging to tho
thought that they would soon all be
together again iu tho homo which ho
was preparing, and which ho mount
never to leave until called over the
range to the better one.

"I wonder now if tho little girls
will know me," ho had said aloud, us
he Sat thinking one evening.

(TO lili CONUM.LU.J

COMMUNISM.

Why Bill Nye Refuses to Whack Up With
a Communist.

Df.ar Kin: Your s letw of
tlie first instant, in which you cordially
consent to share my wealth and dwell
together with mo in fraternal sunshine,
Is duly received. While I dislike to
appenr cxiid and distant to ono who
seems 30 yearnful and so clinging, ami
while I do not wish to be regarded as
purse-prou- or arrogant, I must de-
cline your kind offer to whack up.

Yon had not heard, very likely, that
I am not now a Communist. I used to
be, I admit, and the society no doubt
neglected to strike my name off the
roll of activo members." For a number
of years I was iptito active as a Com- -
munist. I would have been more ae- -
tive, but I had conscientious scruples
against being active in any thing then,

While you may be perfectly sincere
in your belief that the great capitalists
like Mr. Could antl Mr. Vandetbilt
should divide wilh you. you will have
great difficulty in making it perfectly
clear to them. Thev will probably
demur, and delay, ami hem, and haw,
and procrastinate, until tinally thev
will get out of it in some wav. Still I
do not wish to throw col j water on
your enterprise. If the other capital-
ists look favorably on the plan, 1 will
cheerfully with them. You
go and see what you can do with Mr.
Vanderbilt, and then come to me.

You goon at some length to tell mo
how the most of the wealth is in the
handsof a few men. and then you attack
these men and refer to them' in a way
that makes my blood run cold. Yoii
tell the millionaires of America to be-
ware, for the hot breath of a bloody-hande- d

Nemesis is already in the air.
You may say to Nemesis, if you

please, that I have a double-barre- l shot-
gun standing at the head of my bed
every night, and that I am in the Nem-
esis business. You also refer to the
fact that the sleuth-hound- s of eternal
justice are camped on the trail of tho
pampered millionaire, and you ask us
to a vaunt. If you see the other
sleuth-hound- s of your society within a
week or Iwo, 1 wish you would say to
them that at a regular meeting' of
tho millionaires of this country, after
the minutes of the previous meeting
had been read and approved, wo voted
almost unanimously to discourage any
sleuth-houn- that we found camped on
our trail after ten o'clock p. m. Sleuth-hound- s

who want to ramblo over our
trails during ollico hours may do so
with the utmost impunity, but after
ten o'clock we want to use our trails
for other purposes. No man wants to
go to the great expense of maintaining
a trail winter and summer, and then
leave it out nights for other people to
uso it and return it when they get
ready.

I do not censure you, however. If
you could convince every one of the
utility of Communism, it would cer-
tainly be a great boon to you. To
those who are now engaged iu feeding
themselves with Hat beer out of a to-
mato can, such a change as you sug-
gest would fall like a ray of sunshine
in a rat hole: but, alas! it may never
le. I tried it awhile, but my efforts
were futile. The effoct of mv great
struggle seemed to be that men's hearts
grew more and more stony, and my
pantaloons got thinner and thinner on
the seat till it seemed to mo that the
world never was so cold. Then I made
some experiments in manual labor. As
I began to work harder and sit down
less, I found that the world was not so
cold. It was only when I sat down a
long time that I felt how cold and
rough the world really was.

Perhaps it is so with you. Sedentary
habits and stale beer are apt to make
us morbid. Sitting on the stone door-sill- s

of hallways and public buildings
during cold weather is apt to give you
an erroneous impression of life.

Of course, I am willing to put my
money into a common fund if 1 can bo
convinced that it is best. 1 was an
inside passenger on a Leadville coach
some years ago, when a few of your
friends suggested that we all put" our
money into a common fund, and 1 was
almo.st the first, one to see that they
were right They went away into the
mountains to apportion the money
they got from our party, but I never
got my dividend. Probably they lost
my post-offic- e address. BUI A'tr, in
H. Y. Mercury.

THE QUEEN'S DRAWING ROOM.
A Display of Eastern Costumes-Ho- w the

Queen Was Arrayed.
The Queen was late in entering the

Throne Iloom last Wednesday, it being
nearly 3:20 before the royal party came
in. Her Majesty only staid for thirty-liv- e

minutes and retired as soon as she
had received the respects of tho Diplo-
matic Corps and some of the entre
people, leaving the remainder of the
company to pay their courtesies to tlio
Princess of Wales. There was a very
large company in both these sections
and a very full attendence, but there
was not nearly so many presentations
as had been expected. There were
some splendid Eastern costumes, and
an Indian lady, having kissed tho
Queen's hand, offered Her Majesty an
Oriental salaam as she retired, to the
great amusement of the circle. This
lady wore a quaint but very becoming
Asiatic dress of white, with overdress
richly embroidered with gold, and a
regular Kastern veil around the head
and shoulders. She blazed with dia-
monds. Black was the prevailing
color. The Princess of Wales looked
much belter in her somber toilet
which set off her magniliecnt diamonds
Tery well indeed than in the white
dn;ss which she wore at the tirst drawing--

room. The Duchess of Bucking-
ham, in white and gold, was much ad-

mired. Tho Queen was arrayed en-

tirely iu black, having discarded tha
veil she had hitherto worn for one of
black tulle, and Her Majesty wore on-

ly jet ornaments. Princess Beatrice
was in mauve and violet and displayed
many more diamonds than she ha,s

ever worn before. Prince Henry of
Pattcnberg, in a white Prussian uni-
form, stood behind the royalties and,
to tell the truth, looked extremely ill
at case. This drawing-roo- was cer-
tainly not so good as regards beauty as
was the first. London Truth.

The latest Englishman who has
written a book on America, Mr. A. S.
Hill, was amused to see in the
waiting-roo- at tho Minneapolis sta-
tion this inscription posted conspicu-
ously on the wall: "Centlemeu will
not and other persons are requested
not to spit on the floor." The admoni-
tion seems, however, to have received
but little attention. In a hotel in the
BRiue city a small and very unclean
one it is said to have been this notice
was posted over the jack-towe- l hung up
for the convenience of thosu who
wished to prepare themselves for din-
ner: "You aro requested to Waall b
fare you 'ipo." A. T. I'mL,

SCHOOL AND CHURCH.
One-fift- h of tho whole population

f Switzerland is in tho schools.
If compelled to choose between the

two, always prefer a good teacher to a
fine fechoo' house. tVu'en.o Inter
fVcrtu.

It la pleasant to see that t sani-
tary condition of the school-room- s is so
(rinent'v a matter of dk(ission now.
A.nti 11 is 10 no hoiieilShat the tliscussum
Mll result in o:no nr&etical reforms.
fj I 7Y,

Ar. application for the position of
Scjfher m a school at Lawrence, Kan.,
;ottld not explain the difference between
horizontal and perpendicular and de-
clared that "circular" meant a fur-line-

;loak. Ciirii o .'( ruhl.
Rev. liiolnrd Hartley, of Ogdeu,

I'tah, says it is useless to send mission-
aries to the great territories beyond the
Kooky Mountains unless we provide
means to build churches on the fields
they are to occupy.

- Tho Human Catholic churches of
....n, .t:.,.,. , u ..f t,ij..n.,iooseiis. iniiirii... .i...
uireetiou 01 the liishoti, wilt tierealter
sell scats at every mass. Free seats
will be given to those too poor tt pav.
ami us'iers will protect those who ilo
pay. l'.ostmi I'o.t.

A lad in the Cambrian deaf and
dumb institute, on being asked a ques-
tion he could not answer, thought for a
moment and men wrote on his slate:
"Short of information on tho mbject."
Such candor is worthy of imitation.
L'lr'rayo Tirihs.

Dr. Philip Sehatf states that, while
the change of text ill the rov sed edition
of the old Testament will be found more
numerous than in thai of the N 'wTesUi-luent- ,

they are less important. lie
thinks a long time w ill elapse before
another revision is made, and thai it
will take about a generation for the
new revision to crowd out the old Bible.

A new Christian church is about t.
be built in Jeriisal in. Tlie Cermatis
have obtained poss ssion of the site ot
the ancient hospiial of the Knights ol
St. John, and arrangements have been
made for the ere. cion of a ( lertnan
teslant church. Iu Ibis cradle center ol
Christiatoty are to bo found Creeks,
Koma-'.ivt- s and Protostants; and .lern- -

presents in miniature divided
C hristctidoin.

The eagerness of the Japanese for
the Scriptures the past year, writes Dr.
Nathan Brown, from Yokohama, has
been astonishing. Four thousand

were disposed of and over 10,o:m;
smaller portions and tracts. Dr.

principal coliiorteiir has sold
ami iiistriDiiieti over IL',0011 uoous and
tracts with his own hands. He is, be-

side, anexhorter, and never goes among
the people without giving them an ex-

planation of his work and what is the
object of selling the books. All Japa-
nese Christians. Key. K. II. Jones writes,
own Bililcs and read them, always
turning to the passages referred to by
the preacher in his sermon not a bad
habit for Christians of every race.

The colored people of Philadelphia
have undertaken to raise funds for the
establishment of an industrial training
school. They claim that while there is
no lack of opportunity for the colored
youth to study Latin, Creek, astronomy,
theology, etc., no provision is made
whereby he can learn to make a boot ot
perfect himself in any industrial avo-
cation. It is high time that something
should be done to give colored youth
these advantages, and it is especially
gratifying to observe that tho colored
people aro taking the matter into their
own hands. Current.

PUNGENT PARAGRAPHS.

After the death of a man at Bidde- -

ford, Me., over .tlO.Otio in cash ,,
bonds were found concealed in his bed.

An illustrated paper tells how
sponges are caught. What American
want to know most is how to get rid ol
sponges. Here .the sponges usually dc
the catching. Iturlinjton Jturkae.

The has been seen at
San Francisco. His head was "crowned
with two huge horns." If you will
notice it. there is always an intimate re-
lation between horns and the

Boston I 'ost.
"Are you any relation to mysister?"

asked little Johnnie, lie blushed and
stammered, until tho young lady, taking
pity oil him, solved the matter by
saying: "No, but you'd like to he
wouldn't you, Alfred?" Detroit 1'ost.

The humorous market is dull. We
quote coachmen jokes prime, at tivo tc
six cents per million; jokes,

.1 1. 1 1. 1...... ;..i. 1.no uoiinuu; oiiuiv casnici joKcs, wean
at one to cents per ton:
choice plumber jokes in demand atone
dollar to two dollars per ton. Lincoln
(A. M.) Oohlcn Era.

An Kurdish lady rccent.lv n

whole ounce of tobacco to every soldier
of a regiment about to start for the
.Soudan. Here is a c lance tor the men
who are always trying to borrow tobacco.
Co to England and volunteer for service
in Kgypt. Boston Courier.

"Are you enjoying your dinner?"
asked Bobby of tho new minister, who
was taking a Sunday dinner wilh the
family. "Yes, Bobby," responded the
minister pleasantly. "Mamma said this
morning that sho thought you would, as
Bhe didn t suppose that with yoursm
salary and big family you got much tc
eat irotu ono week, s end lo another.
.V. Y. Times.

A negro brought suit iu a Mitchell
County Justice's court for possession ol
two shoats and a sow and pigs, and
gained it. His lawyer, as soon as the
case was decided, settled tlie fees for
himself, Squire A., the lawyer on thi-

ol her side, and the court. "Well, Joe,
Squire A. will take one of the shoats,
I'll take the other one, the Judge will
take the sow ami pigs, and yoi've
gained the case." Maeon ((la.) Tele.- -

graph.
"Do you know," said a bashful

swain to his sweetheart, "that doctors
say there is danger of contracting dis-
eases by kissing?" "Is that so!" she
said, with an air of interest. "So they
Ray," he murmured, "do you believe
11 r "noil, 1 haven t much lailh in
doctors," she replied, blushing furioiis- -

ly; "besides, I've been vaccinated."
If that young man ever contracts the.
heart disease it won't bo his fault."
A'. T. Journal.

Spring and Summer Bonnets.
Small bonnets remain in favor, but

are slightly larger than those of last
year. Tho only changes in shape arc
the narrow and short crowns used when
the hair is dressed high, and the more
fully trimmed fronts, which now have a
puff of lace or velvet, or else a small in-

side tiiinmii g of lace, bows, or llowers.
There are also round and longercrow its
for those who wear the low Catogau
braid, but the geueral preference is for
the high slender crown that may bo cut
off stpiare across tho top, and is usually
curved at tho end to show tho hair
turned upward fr eitn the napo of the
neck and fringed like a bang, or else
with three or four small "scolding locks"
culling below. Harper's Bizar.

TEMPERANCE.

A QUESTION ANSWERED.
Does the Continued Moderate Use of Alcoholic

Stimulants or Tobacco Shorten
Human Life?

While this ipic tion ooms to lie one
of easy solution, as it is evidently one
of incalculable interest to mankind, yet
fn m the fact that diametrically oppo- -
sito answers aro given, it would indi- -

tn It, ,1 il la ....I nr.. 11 .,.,,1...
stood bv the masses, nt. least. Ta n.t. nt
tho philosophy of tho question wo must
Know how the life processes are carneii
on, and then how tlio stimulants named
affect the life processes w hen used as
indicated.

The human organism is made up of
little cells, so small that a single one
can uot be seen by unaided vision; yet
each one of these little hod.es has a
life and a mission of its own; and its
,t..v,,l. .,,,,.,,, i f,,lr,ll, ,. i
. " .'"i ' "'"" "" "'

(letltU are governed by ortr.ui c law.
'That it may fullill its purpose in life its
law of life re.ptires that certain condi-
tions must lie supplied to it; and when-
ever these conditions arc fully provided,
the little cell will never fail to till its
mission perfei Uy and completely,
lint Mm question may be asked where
are these little cells made and endowed
with the life principle? (If the
origin of the first living cells we do not
know, but we do know that vegetables
have the power of converting certain
mineral substances as carbonic acid,
nmnioiiia. etc., into lhe-- e little living
organisms and stowing them away in
their arioiis st ruct uie.s, and then ani-
mals and man i an partake of these veg-
etable products, and by the process of
digestion and assimilation thev can
make them over into animal and human
tissues. It is true that the little cells
made bv different families of ve". tables
diflor in composition, sbc. ot..'., and
that some classes of vegetables make
cells that if taken into the human body
will destroy its life at once, while other
chksses of vegetable make just such
Cells as will bn.ld up and sustain the
life of man. This difference of cell

i formation runs through the human
ganism also, its various tissues being
made up a different kinds of cells, but

t they were all tirst elaborated in tho
' vegetable. Tho human organism has

no power of changing the character of
the little cells that enter into the

I ation of its various tissues, it can only
j build such as are suited into their

r places. The bony tissue requires
cells rich in phosphate ol lime, mag-l'h- o

nesia and potash. muscles.
cells of albumen, the brain and
nerves, fatty till uminoid cells, rich
in phosphate, and so on through the
wlmle tissue formation: they must all
be made up of cells specially adapted to
the special purpose, and these cells are
always made by vegetable gr iwth, and
if such are always properly used and all
other essential conditions supplied, the
human organism will be built up and
kept in good workingorder, and a large
amount of reserve lorce will be stored
up in it for future use. But as every
functional action of tho body consumes
a portion of the organic structure, the
food regularly eaten must make good
the tissue thus consumed, or there must
be a draft upon tho reserve tissue which
will bo lowered to that extent.

Now, the question occurs, how does
the use of stimulniit.si effect the normal
working of the human organism?

All persons aro now agreed that the
effect of a stimulant is lo increase the
rate of functional action; and as every
functional action consumes a portion of
the tissue producing the action, it is ev-
ident the stimulant reduces the powers

j of the organism to that extent, and to
make good the loss lite rate of func-
tional action must be reduced after the
efl'ectof the stimulant has passed oll'.that
tho organism may regain what it has
thus lost. Hence, we lind depression
of the vital force following the use of
all stimulants. This depression the

American citizen can not submit
to, and therefore the stimulant must be
frequently repeated lo keep up the in-

creased ratio of action. To make this
plain let us again appeal to physiological
teaching.

The normal rate of the heart's action
in the healthy adult engaged in vigor-
ous labor is sevcnty-liv- o beats per
minute, and the force of such action
for twenty-fou- r hours is sufficient to lift
600,000 pounds one foot high. This may
soem incrediblo to many readers, but, is
nevertheless a ver lted fact, and is th

j result of healthy action w ithout stimu
lants; and the ludicious use ot proper
foods will sustain the organism at this
rates without any loss of power, if a
proper amount of rest is taken to unable
the food lo be built up into the tissue
destroyed. But now suppose the indi-
vidualj takes a moderate amount of
stimulant with the same amount of
food and performs the same amount of
labor, and what will be the results?
To test this matter l)rs. Parkes and

I Wollowitz, two eminent obsO 'vers, tried
j

sorue exi''nments on healthy young
men ny giving them varying amounts
of alcohol for six days iu succession, be-

ginning with two ounces the first day
and increasing to eight ounces on tho
la-s-

t. On this last day they found the
heart beat times more duriiirtho
twenty-fou- r hours than was its average
on a simple w at'-- r hi verage, and for the
six days the increased work of tho heart
would have lifted (io.000 pounds 0110
foot high. Now, as the alcohol did not
add any po.er to tlio organism, but
only increased the expend. lure of the
power already in it, it is evident there
was an actual" loss of force to that ex-tin- t,

and this must be taken from the
reserve force already stored in tho
body. The 'question then occurs, w hat
becomes cf the increased force brought
out by the alcohol, as it was uot Used in
any regular work?

We have found that the alcohol could
not be built iuto the tissue of the body,
for it does not contain tiie normal cell
formation; nor can il be burned iu the
body for tho evolution of heat and
force, for it is the product of a pre-
vious combustion; it is therefore
dead matter which the organism
endeavors to get rid of as soon
as possible, and tho increase of the
heart's work is expended for that ol-jt- st

It is therefore evident that much
Vital force was wasted, and to keep
np the crgatiistn to its standard of
vigor, ono of two things must take
place: either more nutritious food must
be consumed and assimilated, or less of
the organism must bo con aimed by
iLc.'ful labor. As tho digestive organs
were already taxed to the r normal
power, if more food be eaten it can not
be assimilati!, ae.J iiu.st therrjtoro be
got rid of unused, and this takia an ad-

ditional amount of reserve force, and
destroys that nuieh more of tho reserve
force already ru the body. If the indi-
vidual Uicu who uses alcohol is to live
out all his days ho must perform lcis
labor than ho could if ho let alooViol
fcloius; but, il he reduces the amount of
lbor to the exteut of the vital force
oousutdixI im riddiDg; his system of the

lijobul ho inay llvo out all hW duyn;

pfrn'oVrf the alcohol does not Injur
the orgnnio structure, and this aoo0i,u
for the fact of some persons living to
old age who were habitual alcohol

But this reduction of useful lab jT
docs not suit every one, and many of our
people tsike st imulants of some sort pur-
posely to increase the rate of the hf
forces in order that they may bo abl t
do more work, never reflecting for a
moment that by so doing they sre
drawing upon tho reserve of vital foreo,
and that w hen that is exhausted they
must haul off for repairs or die pre-
maturely. And if any unusual effort is
thrown upon them, or their digestion
fails, the fund of reserve foreo being:
used up, they go down at onco and
there is no help for them.

Tobacco, as well as alcohol, will in-

crease the rate of fiim t inal action
without adding to functional power.
Wilh the majority of people tho use of
tobacco, cither by chewing or smoking,
w ill very materially increase the

of I he heart beats, and, conse-
quently, the rale of functional action.
While it does not produce the amount of
mental disturbance that alcohol does, it
produces greater dist urbauee to the nerv-
ous system, or organic life, and, there-
fore, exhausts the reserve force of the
nervous svstetn more rapidly than tho
former. Put because it does not crao
the mental powers, but rather soothes
them, the tobacco user vainly imagines
that he is hcncMtcd rather than injured
by such indulgence. But as tobacco can
not lie built into the organ sm to add to
its .stock of reserve fore ', nor can it bo
burned in the body for the evolution of
heat, it must therefore be ca-- t out of
the system, and this will consume a
considerable amount of reserve force
already in the organism and which
should be husbanded for the future ex-
igencies of life. More than this, it eon-tain- s

poisonous principles that directly
lower the life forces, iu poi-
sons of nervous temperament. 1'his
poisonous effect on the nervous system
is so great in some instances a.s to pro-
duce instantaneous stoppage tf tho
heart's ti 'tioti and consequent sudden
death. With almost every person the
beginning of the habit is attended with
extraordinary sickness and suffering,
and w hy so many young men persist in
its use until the 'habit is fully formed is
a mystery it is hard to explain. It is
true lhat after a person has outlive 1 tho
repugnance of the organism to the in-

troduction of the poison and continues
in its Use, he gets a soothing and

feeling lhat is very agreeable
to most persons; ami were there no bad
effects to follow, this might be sonm
compensation for the siillering endured
nt the beginning. But bad effects never
fail to follow its use, and although
it does not crao the mind, it evidently
lowers and debases its action. The to-
bacco habitue can not have the extent
of mental power he would have if ho
avoided ils iw' and lived true to tho
laws of his being. This etlect is prolv.
ably produced by its injury to cell
fonnat 011 of t he frontal bra;ti. It cer-
tainly acts injuriously on the blood
cells, as has been revealed by tho
m croscopc.

Some of the injurious effects of smok-
ing the weed might be avoided by
properly arranged cigar-holder- s or long
stem pipes, if kept well cleaned. And
the smoker w ho lives a quiet and order-
ly life may reach extreme old ago, al-

though any great sudden shock or ex-

citement subjects him to risk of pre-
mature death. A perfectly healthy
organism with large amount of re-

serve' force is callable of resisting al-
most all approaches of eliseased action,
let it come from what source it may;
while an organism deranged by bad
habits, exhausted of its reserve of vital
force, is ready to fall a prey lo any great
disturbance of the life forces. This fact
is strongly verilied by the report of
Lieutenant Crcely, of the
Arctic expedition. Of the nineteen of
his men who succumbed to the intense
cold and short rations, all of them were
tobacco users but one, and he was tho
last one that died : w hile not one of tho
six who survived and were rescued

d the weed tit all. And this is a
complete verification of scientific teach-
ing. The increased work imposed upon
the organism by the me of tobacco, to-
gether w ith its directly lowering effoct,
exhausted the reserve force of tlie or-
ganism of these men, and they had no
capital of vital force to draw on when
their daily rations were cut short, and
the Intense cold they were subject to
and which required active exercise to
keep up tho ti mperature of the body
befell them, they inevitably died: while
those who did not use it had nt

reserve force lo keep up the
internal tires of life until relief
came. And almost every day there aro
reports of men suddenly dropping out
of existence from this iaek or reserve)
force, which should have been carefully
conserved for the trying ordeals which
am liable to come lo us all. While it is
true, then, that persons may indulge in
the uso t)f either or both alcoholics or
tobacco all their days, and under favor-
able circumstances live to extreme old
age, yet they are subject to great risk
of premature death, and their lives
have not been brought up to that stand-
ard of excellence it was possible for
them to reach, and to which they should
have aspired. That tho use of these
substances hinders the growth of tlie
nobler faculties of man is a generally
conceded fact; and that such indul-
gence by the great mass of the people)
iJf this country is the most prolific cause
of the increasing demorali.alion of our
people is equally true. Then let every
young man in the Nation, who aspires
to reach a nobler manhood, never

in these debasing habits. Illi-
nois A'jricii Uirist.

The Drunkard's Ballot.

One evil arising from the liquor
traffic is the power given to every

i n ti k:u I, by means of the ballot, to
levy on the sober taxes of which ho
himself does not pay a cent. Tho thrifty
producer is to a great extent at tho
mercy of the sot. The best illustration
of tiiis is in the country districts, whero
all appropriations for educational pur-po-o- s,

aside from teachers' salaries, tiro
voted by the inhabitants of tho school
district, and included iu the tax levy of
t he dist rid for t he next one or ten years,
h is here the drunkard has sin uglli.
Having no money of his own, he is
bound to improve the opportunity, and
make as free with other people's as he
can. Without any idea, perhaps, .of
the real needs of the community, with
no thought of economy, knowing he has.
no taxes to pay, his vote is always apt)
to be fixmd on" the side of the largest
amount, and the heaviest loud to thej
tax-paye- The building of a publ.ej
edi;i. e in these d slncts is frequently tv

ni.'re political job, dig r.eered for tho
pro!;t of a chosen lew, ati.l 111 ine-- o

vases the inebriate becomes a power, a
ho may determine ti e vole. The I7it'.

A mm. has passed the Illinois SeriHtu
making r illepil to bold public eleclioiisi
in saloons, or any place connected w ith,

saloons. If the bill will also forbid reg
istration in saloons the suUr citieu will
be Immensely iudubU.vd.- - (. KtioM ieiMi.


